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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 2760

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Quall, Carlson, Lovick, Constantine, Regala, Haigh,
Tokuda, Linville, Keiser, Stensen, Conway, Wod, Mrris, Kenney and
Qgden; by request of CGovernor Locke

Read first tine 01/19/2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to standards for educator quality; adding new
sections to chapter 28A. 410 RCW creating new sections; and repealing
RCW 28A. 410. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART 1
PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATOR STANDARDS BOARD

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 101. | NTENT. The legislature finds and
decl ar es:

(1) Creation of a public body whose focus is educator quality would
be likely to bring greater focus and attention to the profession;

(2) Professional educator standards boards are consuner protection
boards, establishing assessnent policies to ensure the public that its
new practitioners have the know edge to be conpetent;

(3) The hi ghest possible standards for all educators are essenti al
in ensuring attai nnent of high academ c standards by all students;

(4) Teacher assessnent for certification can guard against
adm ssion to the teaching profession of persons who have not
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denonstrated that they are know edgeable in the subjects they will be
assigned to teach; and

(5) Teacher assessnent for certification should be inplenmented as
an additional elenment to the system of teacher preparation and
certification.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 102. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

WASHI NGTON  PROFESSI ONAL  EDUCATOR  STANDARDS  BOARD. (D The
Washi ngt on prof essi onal educat or standards board is created, consisting
of nineteen nenbers to be appointed by the governor to four-year terns
and the superintendent of public instruction, who shall be an ex
of ficio, nonvoting nenber. No person nay serve as a nenber of the
board for nore than two consecutive full ternms. The governor shal
annual |y appoint the chair of the board from anong the teachers and
principals on the board. No board nenber may serve as chair for nore
than two consecutive years.

(2) Seven of the nmenbers shall be public school teachers, one shal
be a private school teacher, three shall represent higher education
educat or preparation prograns, four shall be school adm nistrators, two
shal | be educational staff associates, one shall be a parent, and one
shal | be a nenber of the public.

(3) Public school teachers appointed to the board nust:

(a) Have at least three years of teaching experience in a
Washi ngt on public school;

(b) Be currently certificated and actively enployed in a teaching
position; and

(c) I'nclude one teacher currently teaching at the el enentary school
|l evel, one at the mddle school |evel, one at the high school [evel,
and one vocationally certificated.

(4) Private school teachers appointed to the board nust:

(a) Have at least three years of teaching experience in a
Washi ngt on approved private school; and

(b) Be currently certificated and actively enployed in a teaching
position in an approved private school.

(5) Appointees fromhi gher education educator preparation prograns
nmust include two representatives frominstitutions of higher education
as defined in RCW28B. 10. 016 and one representative froman institution
of higher education as defined in RCW28B. 07.020(4).

EHB 2760. SL p. 2
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(6) School adm nistrators appointed to the board nust:

(a) Have at least three years of admnistrative experience in a
Washi ngton public school district;

(b) Be currently certificated and actively enployed in a schoo
adm ni strator position; and

(c) I'nclude two public school principals, one Washi ngton approved
private school principal, and one superintendent.

(7) Educational staff associates appointed to the board nust:

(a) Have at least three years of educational staff associate
experience in a Washi ngton public school district; and

(b) Be currently certificated and actively enployed in an
educati onal staff associate position.

(8) Each mjor caucus of the house of representatives and the

senate shall submt a list of at |east one public school teacher. 1In
maki ng the public school teacher appointnents, the governor shall
select one nomnee from each |ist provided by each caucus. The

governor shall appoint the remaining nenbers of the board froma I|ist
of qualified nomnees submtted to the governor by organizations
representative of the constituencies of the board, from applications
fromother qualifiedindividuals, or fromboth nom nees and applicants.

(9) Al appointnents to the board nade by the governor shall be
subject to confirmation by the senate.

(10) The governor shall appoint the nmenbers of the initial board no
| ater than June 1, 2000.

(11) In appointing board nenbers, the governor shall consider the
diversity of the popul ation of the state.

(12) Each nenber of the board shall be conpensated in accordance
w th RCW43. 03. 240 and shal |l be rei nbursed for travel expenses incurred
in carrying out the duties of the board in accordance with RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(13) The governor may renmove a nenber of the board for neglect of
duty, msconduct, nmalfeasance or msfeasance in office, or for
i nconpet ency or unprofessional conduct as defined in chapter 18.130
RCW In such a case, the governor shall file with the secretary of
state a statenent of the causes for and the order of renoval from
office, and the secretary of state shall send a certified copy of the
statenent of causes and order of renoval to the | ast known post office
address of the nenber.
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(14) If a vacancy occurs on the board, the governor shall appoint
a replacenent nenber fromthe nom nees as specified in subsection (8)
of this section to fill the remainder of the unexpired term When
filling a vacancy of a nenber nomnated by a major caucus of the
| egi sl ature, the governor shall select the newnmenber froma list of at
| east one nanme subm tted by the sane caucus that provided the |ist from
which the retiring nmenber was appoi nt ed.

(15) Menbers of the board shall hire an executive director and an
adm nistrative assistant to reside in the office of the superintendent
of public instruction for adm nistrative purposes only.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 103. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

PONERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The Washington professional
educat or standards board shall:

(1) Serve as an advisory body to the superintendent of public
instruction and as the sole advisory body to the state board of
education on issues related to educator recruitnent, hiring,
preparation, certificationincluding highquality alternative routes to
certification, nmentoring and support, professional growth, retention,
governance, prospective teacher pedagogy assessnent, prospective
princi pal assessnent, educator evaluation including but not limted to
peer eval uation, and revocation and suspension of |icensure;

(2) Submt annual reports and recomendati ons, begi nni ng Decenber
1, 2000, to the governor, the education and fiscal commttees of the
| egi sl ature, the state board of education, and the superintendent of
public instruction concerning duties and activities within the board’s
advi sory capacity. The Washi ngton professional educator standards
board shall submt a separate report by Decenber 1, 2000, to the
governor, the education and fiscal commttees of the |legislature, the
state board of education, and the superintendent of public instruction
provi di ng recommendations for at least two high quality alternative
routes to teacher certification. Inits deliberations, the board shall
consider at least one route that permts persons with substanti al
subj ect matter expertise to achieve residency certification through an
on-the-job training programprovided by a school district; and

(3) Establish the prospective teacher assessnent system for basic
skills and subj ect know edge that shall be required to obtain residency
certification pursuant to sections 201 through 203 of this act.

EHB 2760. SL p. 4
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PART 2
TEACHER ASSESSMENT

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 201. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) (a) Beginning not |ater than Septenber 1, 2001, the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educat or standards board shall make avail able and pilot a
means of assessing an applicant’s knowl edge in the basic skills. For
t he purposes of this section, "basic skills" nmeans the subjects of at
| east reading, witing, and mathematics. Begi nning Septenber 1, 2002,
except as provided in (c) of this subsection and subsection (3) of this
section, passing this assessnent shall be required for admssion to
approved teacher preparation prograns and for persons fromout-of-state
applying for a Washington state residency teaching certificate.

(b) On an individual student basis, approved teacher preparation
prograns may admt into their prograns a candi date who has not achi eved
the m ni numbasi c skills assessnent score established by the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educat or standards board. |ndividuals so admtted nmay not
receive residency certification wthout passing the basic skills
assessnment under this section.

(c) The Washington professional educator standards board may
establish criteria to ensure that persons from out-of-state who are
applying for residency certification and persons applying to nmaster’s
degree level teacher preparation prograns can denonstrate to the
board’s satisfaction that they have the requisite basic skills based
upon havi ng conpl et ed anot her basic skills assessnent acceptable to the
Washi ngton professional educator standards board or by sone other
alternative approved by the Washi ngt on prof essi onal educator standards
boar d.

(2) Beginning not later than Septenber 1, 2002, the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board shall provide for the initia
piloting and inplenentation of a neans of assessing an applicant’s
know edge in the subjects for which the applicant has applied for an
endorsement to his or her residency or professional teaching
certificate. The assessnent of subject knowl edge shall not include
i nstructional nethodol ogy. Beginning Septenber 1, 2003, passing this
assessnment shall be required to receive an endorsenent for
certification purposes.
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(3) The Washi ngt on prof essi onal educat or standards board may perm t
exceptions fromthe assessnent requirenents under subsections (1) and
(2) of this section on a case-by-case basis.

(4) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
provi de for reasonabl e accommodati ons for individuals who are required
to take the assessnents in subsection (1) or (2) of this sectionif the
i ndi vi dual s have | earning or other disabilities.

(5) Wth the exception of applicants exenpt fromthe requirenents
of subsections (1) and (2) of this section, an applicant nust achieve
a mninum assessnment score or scores established by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board on each of the assessnents under
subsections (1) and (2) of this section.

(6) The Washington professional educator standards board and
superintendent of public instruction, as determ ned by the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board, nmay contract with one or nore
third parties for:

(a) The devel opnent, purchase, admnistration, scoring, and
reporting of scores of the assessnents established by the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educat or standards board under subsections (1) and (2) of
this section;

(b) Related clerical and adm nistrative activities; or

(c) Any conbination of the purposes in this subsection.

(7) Applicants for admi ssion to a Washi ngton teacher preparation
program and applicants for residency and professional certificates who
are required to successfully conplete one or nore of the assessnents
under subsections (1) and (2) of this section, and who are charged a
fee for the assessnent by a third party contracted wth under
subsection (6) of this section, shall pay the fee charged by the
contractor directly to the contractor. Such fees shall be reasonably
related to the actual costs of the contractor in providing the
assessnent.

(8) The superintendent of public instruction is responsible for
supervi sion and provi di ng support services to adm nister this section.

(9) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
col l aboratively select or develop and inplenment the assessnents and
m ni mum assessnent scores required under this section with the
superintendent of public instruction and shall provide opportunities
for representatives of other interested educational organizations to
participate in the selection or devel opnent and i npl enentati on of such

EHB 2760. SL p. 6
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assessnments in a mnner deened appropriate by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board.

(10) The Washi ngton professional educator standards board shal
adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWthat are reasonably necessary for
the effective and efficient inplenentation of this section.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 202. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

The Washi ngt on professional educator standards board shall report
t he proposed assessnents to the |egislative education commttees for
revi ew and comment prior to inplenenting the assessnents by contractual
agreenent with the selected vendor or vendors.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 203. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 410
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) By Decenber 1, 2003, and annually thereafter, the Washi ngton
prof essi onal educator standards board shall prepare a report that
i ncludes the follow ng information:

(a) The range of scores on the basic skills assessnment under
section 201(1) of this act for persons who passed the assessnent and
were admtted to a Washi ngton preparation progran and

(b) The range of scores on the subject assessnments under section
201(2) of this act for persons who passed the assessnents and earned an
endor senent .

(2) The information under subsection (1) of this section shall be
reported for the individual public and private colleges and
uni versities in Washington, as well as reported on an aggregate basis.
The report shall also include results disaggregated denographically.
The report shall include information on the nunber and percentage of
candi dates exenpted from assessnents, denographic information on
candi dates exenpted, institutions attended and endorsenents sought by
exenpted candidates, and reasons for exclusion from the required
assessnents. The report shall be nmade available through the state
library, on the website of the office of superintendent of public
instruction, and placed on the legislative alert |ist.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 204. By January 1, 2001, the Washington state
institute for public policy shall report to the governor, the education
and fiscal commttees of the | egislature, the state board of educati on,
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and the superintendent of public instruction on its findings and
reconmendati ons concerning the governance of educator certification,
licensure, and preparation issues and the scope of authority of the
Washi ngt on prof essional educator standards board for the issues |isted
in section 103(1) of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 205. RCW 28A.410.020 (Requirenments for
adm ssion to teacher preparation progranms--Rules) and 1996 ¢ 309 s 1
1991 ¢ 116 s 20, 1988 c 251 s 4, & 1987 c¢ 525 s 202, as now or
hereafter anmended, are each repeal ed, effective Septenber 1, 2002.

PART 3
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 301. PART HEADI NGS AND SECTI ON CAPTI ONS NOT
LAW Part headi ngs and section captions used in this act are not any
part of the | aw

Passed the House March 9, 2000.

Passed the Senate March 9, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 22, 2000.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 22, 2000.
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